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String Quartet no. 1 was composed in 1946 after my graduation from
the Curtis Institute of Music and my debut recital as a pianist in
Town Hall, New York and as a soloist with Eugene Ormandy and the
Philadelphia Orchestra in the 3rd Piano Concerto of Rachmaninoff at
the Academy of Music in Philadelphia.

The first movement presents strongly contrasting themes in a clearly
defined sonata form.

The second movement, after an introduction that recurs at the very
end, alternates linear melodic phrases, imitated in all parts, with
measures of repose. This movement was excised from its original
context, arranged for string orchestra and titled, LYRIC FOR
STRINGS. It has been performed in this setting by many of the major
orchestras and chamber ensembles in this country.

The third movement is a large-scaled rondo with two recurrences of

the principal section. The reflective coda, or closing section, presents
a transformation of the initial thematic material in augmentation.

-George Walker
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